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HELEN K. COPLEY, CEO OF COPLEY PRESS, RECEI VES HONORARY 
DEGREE AT USD COMMENCEMENT 
Mr. Helen K. Copley, chairman and chief executive officer 
of Copley Newspapers, received an honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree on May 23 from the University of San Diego, 
where she is vice chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
Dr. Author E. Hughes, USD president, presented the degree at 
commencement exercises graduating 650 students, including 
the University's first doctoral graduate. 
Mrs. Copley was cited for her many contributions to 
the professional of journalism, the community of San Diego, 
and to the University. She is director of the American 
Newspaper Publishers Association, vice chairman of the 
American Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation, and 
trustee of Scripps Clinic and Research Foundation. The first 
woman elected to the board of directors of the California 
Chamber of Commerce, she was appointed in 1975 by President 
Gerald Ford to the National Commission on the Observance of 
International Woman's Year, and in 1978 by Governor Edmund 
Brown, Jr., to the Commission on Government Reform. In 
1980 she received the Thomas Jefferson American of the Year 
Award "for exemplary strength and character, personal and 
business ethics, sound human relations, service to the 
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community, and responsible leadership." In 1981 the 
International Toastmistress Club, Golden West Regional 
Chapter, selected Mrs. Copley to receive the Excellence 
1n Achievement Award in recognition of her accomplishments 
in the communications field and for her humanitarian efforts. 
At USD, Mrs. Copley serves as vice chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and chairman of the Discovery Campaign. 
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May 25, 1982 
(Photograph enclosed. Mrs. Copley, center; left, Dr. Author 
E. Hughes, President of the University of San Diego; 
right, The Most Rev. Leo T. Maher, D.D., Bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego and Chairman of the 
University of San Diego Board of Trustees.) 
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